Promised or paid. In July last some property on Hampstead Green was offered to the council, and after careful consideration accepted, and Mr. Keith D. Young, F.R.I.B.A., a resident of the borough, was appointed to erect the new building. It was calculated that an institution to hold 50 beds, with everything up to modern requirements would cost about ?20,000, in addition to the cost of the site which, with e^penses, would amount to not less than ?6,000. A very urgent appeal for funds was therefore made. The Earl of Mansfield had consented to become a vice-president of the Hospital.
The council recorded with regret the death of Mr. Wm.
Anderson, one of the consulting surgeons, and of the Rev.
Henry Sharpe who had been a member of the council since its institution. On November 1st, Mr. Hobbs, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., was appointed resident medical officer, while Mr. Gordon Strange, M.B., B.S., who had done good work as surgical and medical registrar had been appointed anaesthetist.
In moving the adoption of the report, the Chairman said they were now standing at a critical point they were at the parting Jof the waters. The fountain of benevolence was opened by Dr. Strange at the base of Parliament Hill, and since then the stream had flown fairly well. But they were now approaching by the rapids to a cascade, and that they expected to surmount, after which they might fairly hope that the stream would grow rapidly broader and broader.
The crux at the moment was the projected change of site. The question of where they were to build had at length been settled after considerable delay and much difficulty, but the committee were standing, and intended to stand, by the site that had been chosen. There had been some difference of opinion, even on the council itself, but it was a matter in which the majority must decide, and it behoved all to act loyally together, or it of the greatest benefit to the sick and suffering poor, but medical science depended upon it. It was the great school, the nursery, the seminary of medical knowledge, and the most instructive cases were to be found in the hospitals. And it was also a home of training for nurses. On three counts, therefore, it was worthy of their warmest support?as a centre of benevolence, as a source of science, and as a home of training.
Mr. Malcolm seconded the report, which was adopted unanimously.
Dr. Andrews then read the report of the medical staff, which, with a vote of thanks, was moved by Mr. McMillan, who mentioned that he was one of the minority on the Council with regard to the choice of the site, but accepted loyally and heartily the decision of the majority. He referred to the fact that the hospital had done specially good work as being among those that had shown the way in the matter of providing the means for those of slender purses to obtain in sickness advantages they could not get in their own homes. The motion was adopted, as was also the report of the Ladies' Association, proposed by,Mr. Blyth. Votes of thanks concluded the proceedings.
